Top 10 Best in Protest Music 2006

From Kim Ruehl,
Your Guide to Folk Music.


With midterm elections pending in early November, 2006 was a year full of songs protesting the Iraq War, the Bush administration, and various other topics at hand. Following is a list of some of the best and most poignant American folk songs released in protest in 2006.

1) Neil Young - Let's Impeach the President
This was certainly the most controversial song of the year, and in fact was the one everyone quoted when they wanted to chastise Young for releasing a protest album (Living With War) in the first place. It's certainly no secret what this song is about, and Neil Young does a great job of making his point in the clearest, most concise possible way.

Let's impeach the president for lying

And leading our country into war

Abusing all the power that we gave him

And shipping all our money out the door

He's the man who hired all the criminals

The White House shadows who hide behind closed doors

And bend the facts to fit with their new stories

Of why we have to send our men to war

Let's impeach the president for spying

On citizens inside their own homes

Breaking every law in the country

By tapping our computers and telephones

What if Al Qaeda blew up the levees

Would New Orleans have been safer that way

Sheltered by our government's protection

Or was someone just not home that day?

Let's impeach the president

For hijacking our religion and using it to get elected

Dividing our country into colors

And still leaving black people neglected

Thank god he's racking down on steroids

Since he sold his old baseball team

There's lot of people looking at big trouble

But of course the president is clean

Thank God
2) Dixie Chicks - Not Ready to Make Nice
It's been three years since Dixie Chicks' Natalie Maines made the joke heard 'round the world from the stage at a concert in Shepherd's Bush, England. Finally, in response to the equally-sized backlash and support for the nervy statement (and even more nervy no-apologies aftermath), the Chicks finally released their best record to date. "Not Ready to Make Nice" was not only a pointed protest song, it was also at least partially responsible for getting the trio some Grammy nominations.

Forgive, sounds good
Forget, I’m not sure I could
They say time heals everything
But I’m still waiting

I’m through with doubt
There’s nothing left for me to figure out
I’ve paid a price
And I’ll keep paying

I’m not ready to make nice
I’m not ready to back down
I’m still mad as hell and
I don’t have time to go round and round and round
It’s too late to make it right
I probably wouldn’t if I could
‘Cause I’m mad as hell
Can’t bring myself to do what it is you think I should

I know you said
Can’t you just get over it
It turned my whole world around
And I kind of like it

I made my bed and I sleep like a baby
With no regrets and I don’t mind sayin’
It’s a sad sad story when a mother will teach her
Daughter that she ought to hate a perfect stranger
And how in the world can the words that I said
Send somebody so over the edge
That they’d write me a letter
Sayin’ that I better shut up and sing
Or my life will be over

I’m not ready to make nice
I’m not ready to back down
I’m still mad as hell and
I don’t have time to go round and round and round
It’s too late to make it right
I probably wouldn’t if I could
‘Cause I’m mad as hell
Can’t bring myself to do what it is you think I should

I’m not ready to make nice
I’m not ready to back down
I’m still mad as hell and
I don’t have time to go round and round and round
It’s too late to make it right
I probably wouldn’t if I could
‘Cause I’m mad as hell
Can’t bring myself to do what it is you think I should

Forgive, sounds good
Forget, I’m not sure I could
They say time heals everything
But I’m still waiting

3) Ani Difranco - Millenium Theater
Ani Difranco's CD Reprieve was mostly geared toward making some sort of response to the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina. While there were plenty of songs on the disc to choose from when compiling this list, "Millenium Theater" was decidedly the most comprehensive.

Get out there and buy that water and gas
Running on an orange alert
Everybody put on your gas mask

First leak it out about the president
Then stand up and shout "impeachment"
Pulling coat tails out from under that little v.p.
Before he has a chance to get in the driver's seat

Millennium spectacle
Everybody put on a show
Slip a little prince in the back door
21st century here we go

Digital whiplash
So many formats so little time
While out in tv nation
Under darkening skies
The resistance is just waiting to be organized

Millenium spectacle
Chief justice is for sale
Yucca mountain goddesses
Their tears they form a trail

Trouble in israel
Patriarchy's realize
The ice caps melt
And new orleans bides her time
New orleans bides her time
Ladies and gentlemen
Welcome to tonight's show
The millennium theater

Asked that you not smoke
Please turn off your cell phones
And forget what you think you know

4) Bruce Springsteen - We Shall Overcome
Not only did Bruce Springsteen record his first official folk record this year, it was also his first album of covers and the first time The Boss didn't slave for far too long over his work. In just two days, he whipped out a tribute to Pete Seeger and traditional Americana that would eventually land him a Grammy nod, among other things. The whole idea, however, started with this song.
Hey we shall overcome, we shall overcome
We shall overcome someday
Darlin' here in my heart, yeah I do believe
We shall overcome someday

Well we'll walk hand in hand, we'll walk hand in hand
We'll walk hand in hand someday
Darlin' here in my heart, yeah I do believe
We'll walk hand in hand someday

Well we shall live in peace, we shall live in peace
We shall live in peace someday
Darlin' here in my heart, yeah I do believe
We shall live in peace someday

Well we are not afraid, we are not afraid
We shall overcome someday
Yeah here in my heart, I do believe
We shall overcome someday

Hey we shall overcome, we shall overcome
We shall overcome someday
Darlin' here in my heart, I do believe
We shall overcome someday
We shall overcome someday

5) Colleen Kattan - Royally Oily
Colleen Kattan may not be a household name among folk fanatics, but this cut from the recent Hail to the Thieves, Vol III CD was completely unforgettable. Complete with that melody you've heard a hundred times before, whitty, biting lyrics, and an energy you can't help but sing along to, this tune is a shoe-in for one of the best protest songs of the year.
well there once was an election by unpopular selection
of an imbecilic lying father's son
cause he was next in line to rise up from the slime
and take the thrown by coup d'etat in Washington
first he undermined the treaties that do help the poor and needy
as a payback to the greedy and far right.
then he angers mother nature hot enough to melt her glaciers
while our dreams of peace just vanished overnight.
this I know, this I know
well humanity may've never sunk so low
well there might be a solution,
let's bring on a revolution
‘cause the royally oilygarchy's gotta go!
So we formed an opposition, like a rainbow coalition
a sane voice in the wilderness of war
and we were winning as dissenters when we called our representers
but they fixed the game and lied about the score. 
well I heard that little bushie needed help to wipe his tushy so he sought advice from presidents of yorewhen he got to honest Abe, old Abe was heard to say
“georgie, get yourself to the theatre more”
… (for a little culture)
chorus

6) Catie Curtis & Mark Erelli - People Look Around
This one sort of goes without saying. After all, New Englanders Catie Curtis and Mark Erelli won the International Songwriting Competition with this number, which they co-penned in response to Hurricane Katrina. An undeniable call-to-attention, the tune's overall objective is peace.

Mississippi River divides this land in two,
Like the way we tend to think of things;
Black and white, red and blue.
If they can keep us fighting about marriage and God, 
There’ll be no one left to notice if the leaders do their jobs. 
And the truth is bigger than these drops of rain, falling.
The truth is bigger than these drops of rain, 
Falling in the ocean, falling…
When the water is rising and there is no higher ground,
You can wave your hands up on the roof,
But you might be left to drown.
In the streets of New Orleans; a makeshift funeral pall,
Here lies Vera, God help us all.
And the truth is bigger than these drops of rain, falling.
The truth is bigger than these drops of rain, 
Falling in the ocean, falling… 
Jesus said, “Feed the hungry,” Jesus said “Help the poor,”
“ Take care of each other love one another,”
People look around.
We let them down.
Mississippi River flooded New Orleans, 
And we stared in disbelief at our TV screens,
If they can keep us fighting another endless war, 
How many tears before the truth cannot be ignored?
And the truth is bigger than these drops of rain, falling.
The truth is bigger than these drops of rain, 
Falling in Lake Pontchartrain.
Falling in the ocean, falling…
7) Indigo Girls - Pendulum Swinger
The Indigo Girls have long written tons of protest songs – from feminist dirges to tunes about environmentalism, GLBT issues, and Native American rights. Their latest album, Despite Our Differences wasn't much of a departure for the beloved duo, but it all kicked off with this fist-pumping feminist statement.

I meet you for coffee 
We get together periodically 
I got a bad case I can't shake off of me 
The fevered walking round wondering how it ought to be 
You work in the system 
You see possibilities and your glistening 
Eyes show the hell you're gonna give 'em 
When they back off the mic for once and give it to a woman 

I dream like a mad one 
Brutal fantasies I catch as catch can 
I'm a psychic and a laywoman 
I see love and I like to make it happen 
What we get from your war walk 
Ticker of the nation breaking down like a bad clock 
I want the pendulum to swing again 
So that all your mighty mandate was just spitting in the wind 

It doesn't come by the bullwhip 
It's not persuaded with your hands on your hips 
Not the company of gunslingers 
The epicenter love is the pendulum swinger 
She is she is she is 

It's fine about the old scroll Sanskrit 
Gnostic gospels the da vinci code a smash hit 
Aren't we dying just to read it and relate 
Too hard just to go by a blind faith 
But they left out the sisters 
Praying to a father god so long I really missed her 
The goddess of benevolence 
You should listen to your mama if you have a lick of sense left 

Pushed under by the main press, buried under a code of dress 
Relegated by the Vatican 
But you can't keep a spirit down that wants to get up again 

If we're a drop in the bucket 
With just enough science to keep from saying fuck it 
Until the last drop of sun burns its sweet light 
Plenty revolutions left until we get this thing right

8) Neil Young - After the Garden
The first song from Neil Young's fabulous Living With War CD says, pretty much right off the bat, "... don't need no stinking war." There's not much more of a basic statement than that, so this song had to bear mention on this list.

Won't need no shadow man 
Runnin' the government 
Won't need no stinkin' WAR 
Won't need no haircut 
Won't need no shoe shine 

After the garden is gone 
After the garden is gone 
After the garden is gone 

What will people do? 
After the garden is gone 
What will people say? 
After the garden 

Won't need no strong man 
Walkin' through the night 
To live a weak man's day 
Won't need no sunshine 
Won't need no purple haze 

After the garden is gone 
After the garden is gone 
After the garden is gone 

Where will people go? 

After the garden is gone 
What will people know? 

After the garden 

After the garden is gone 
After the garden is gone 

(We live in the garden of Eden, yeah 
Don't know why we wanna tear the whole thing to the ground 
We live in the garden of Eden, yeah 
Don't know why we wanna tear the whole thing down 

And we've got to get ourselves 
Back to the garden)
9) Utah Phillips - Ship Gonna Sail
This song was the final track included on the Hail to the Thieves, Vol III CD, featuring none other than long-time peacemonger Utah Phillips. This empowering little singalong tackles hope, possibility, peace and community all in one fell swoop.

10) Subdudes - One Word (Peace)
New Orleans' own Subdudes aren't exactly a political band, but this song showed up on their early-2006 release Behind the Levee, presumably in response to Katrina clean-up, as much as it was commenting on the state of the war in Iraq.

From www.about.com article by Kim Reuhl
Lyrics from assorted internet sites

