Songs of the Civil Rights Movement

If I Had a Hammer

By Peter, Paul, and Mary (1962)

If I had a hammer,
I'd hammer in the morning, 
I'd hammer in the evening,
All over this land, 
I'd hammer out danger, 
I'd hammer out a warning,
I'd hammer out love between, 
My brothers and my sisters, 
All over this land. 
If I had a bell,
I'd ring it in the morning, 
I'd ring it in the evening, 
All over this land, 
I'd ring out danger,
I'd ring out a warning, 
I'd ring out love between, 
My brothers and my sisters, 
All over this land. 
WE SHALL OVERCOME 

By Joan Baez  (1963)

We shall overcome, we shall overcome
We shall overcome someday
Oh deep in my heart, I do believe
That we shall overcome someday

We'll walk hand in hand, we'll walk hand in hand
We'll walk hand in hand someday
Oh deep in my heart, I do believe
That we shall overcome someday

We shall live in peace, we shall live in peace
We shall live in peace someday
Oh deep in my heart, I do believe
That we shall overcome someday

We shall brothers be, we shall brothers be
We shall brothers be someday
Oh deep in my heart, I do believe
That we shall overcome someday


The truth shall make us free, truth shall make us free
The truth shall make us free someday
Oh deep in my heart, I do believe
That we shall overcome someday

We are not afraid, we are not afraid
We are not afraid today
Oh deep in my heart, I do believe
That we shall overcome someday
Stand!

By Sly & The Family Stone (1969)
Stand

In the end you'll still be you

One that's done all the things you set out to do

Stand

There's a cross for you to bear

Things to go through if you're going anywhere

Stand

For the things you know are right

It s the truth that the truth makes them so uptight

Stand

All the things you want are real

You have you to complete and there is no deal

Stand. stand, stand

Stand. stand, stand

Stand

You've been sitting much too long

There's a permanent crease in your right and wrong

Stand

There's a midget standing tall

And the giant beside him about to fall

Stand. stand, stand

Stand. stand, stand

Stand

They will try to make you crawl

And they know what you're saying makes sense and all

Stand

Don't you know that you are free

Well at least in your mind if you want to be

Everybody

Stand, stand, stand

Think

By Aretha Franklin (1968)
Think (think) think (think) think (think) think (think) 

You think (think) think (think) think about it 

You better think (think) think about what you're trying to do to me 

Yeah, think (think, think), let your mind go, let yourself be free 

Let's go back, let's go back, let's go way on back when 

I didn't even know you, you came to me and too much you wouldn't take 

I ain't no psychiatrist, I ain't no doctor with a degree 

It don't take too much high IQ's to see what you're doing to me 

You better think (think) think about what you're trying to do to me 

Yeah, think (think, think), let your mind go, let yourself be free 

Oh freedom (freedom), freedom (freedom), freedom, yeah freedom 

Freedom (freedom), freedom (freedom), freedom, oh freedom 

Hey, think about it 

You, think about it 

There ain't nothing you could ask I could answer you but I won't (I won't) 

I was gonna change, but I'm not, to keep doing things I don't 

Hey think about what you're trying to do to me 

Baby, think, let your mind go, let yourself be free 

People walking around everyday, playing games that they can score 

Trying to make other people lose their minds, be careful you don't lose yours 

Yeah think (think) think about what you're trying to do to me 

Yeah, yeah, yeah, yeah (think, think), let your mind go, let yourself be free 

You need me (need me) and I need you (don't you know) 

Without each other there ain't nothing people can do 

Yeah yeah, think about me (what you're trying to do to me) 

'Till the fall of the night, think about it right now 

Oh freedom (freedom), freedom (freedom), freedom, yeah freedom 

Freedom (freedom), freedom (freedom), freedom, freedom 

Hey, you, think about it 

There ain't nothing you could ask I could answer you but I won't (I won't) 

I was gonna change, but I'm not, if you keep doing things I don't 

Yeah (think) think about what you're trying to do to me 

Baby, think (think, think), let your mind go, let yourself be free 

You need me (need me) and I need you (don't you know) 

Without each other there ain't nothing people can do 

Yeah yeah, think about me (what you're trying to do to me) 

'Till the fall of the night, think about it baby 

(Think about - ah me, think about - ah me, think about - ah me, think about it) 

(Think about - ah me, think about - ah me, think about - ah me, think about it) 

(Think about - ah me, think about - ah me, think about - ah me, think about it) 

(Think about - ah me, think about - ah me, think about - ah me, think about it) 

You had better stop and think before you think 

Think! 
Say It Loud (I'm Black and I'm Proud)
By James Brown (1968)

Uh! Your bad self!

Say it loud! - I'm black and I'm proud

Say it louder! - I'm black and I'm proud

Look-a-here!

Some people say we got a lot of malice

Some say it's a lotta nerve

But I say we won't quit movin' until we get what we deserve

We've been bucked and we've been scorned
We've been treated bad, talked about

As sure as you're born

But just as sure as it take two eyes to make a pair - huh!

Brother we can't quit until we get our share

Say it loud - I'm black and I'm proud

Say it loud - I'm black and I'm proud

One more time, say it loud - I'm black and I'm proud - huh!

I've worked on jobs with my feet and my hands

But all the work I did was for the other man

And now we demands a chance to do things for ourselves

We tired of beatin' our head against the wall

An workin' for someone else

Say it loud! - I'm black and I'm proud

Say it loud! - I'm black and I'm proud

Say it loud! - I'm black and I'm proud

Say it loud! - I'm black and I'm proud - oow!

Ooo-wee, you're killin' me

Alright, uh! you're out of sight!

Alright, so tough you're tough enough!

Ooowee uh! you're killin' me! oow!

Say it loud! - I'm black and I'm proud

Say it louder! - I'm black and I'm proud

Now we demand a chance to do things for ourselves

We tired of beatin' our heads against the wall

And workin' for someone else

A-look-a-here

There's one thing more I got to say right here

Now, now we're people, we're like the birds and the bees

We rather die on our feet than keep livin' on our knees

Say it loud - I'm black and I'm proud hu!

Say it loud - I'm black and I'm proud hu!

Say it loud - I'm black and I'm proud Lord-a-Lord-a-Lord-a

Say it loud - I'm black and I'm proud - oooh!

Uh! alright now, good God

You know we can do the boog-a-loo ....

Part 2

Now we can say we do the Funky Broadway

Now we can do hu!

Sometimes we dance we sing and we talk

You know I do like to do the camel walk

Alright now hu! alright-alright now ha!

Say it loud - I'm black and I'm proud

Say it louder - I'm black and I'm proud - let me hear ya'

Say it louder - I'm black and I'm proud

Say it louder - I'm black and I'm proud

Now we's demands a chance to do things for ourselves

We tired of beatin' our heads against the wall

And workin' for someone else hu!

Now we our people too!

We're like the birds and the bees

But we'd rather die on our feet

Than keep a livin' on our knees

Say it louder - I'm black and I'm proud

Say it louder - I'm black and I'm proud

Let me hear ya', huh! say it loud! - I'm black and I'm proud - hu!

Say it louder - I'm black and I'm proud

Say it louder - I'm black and I'm proud

Ooow! Oowee you're killin' me - alright

Uh! out-a-sight! alright you're out-a-sight!

Ooowee! oh Lord ooowee-you're killin' me!

Ooowee-ooowee-ooowee-ooowee ow!

Say it loud - I'm black and I'm proud - hu!

Say it louder - I'm black and I'm proud - Lord I feel it!

Say it loud - I'm black and I'm proud

Say it louder - I'm black and I'm proud
Abraham, Martin, And John

by Dion And The Belmonts (1968)
Has anybody here seen my old friend Abraham? 
Can you tell me where he's gone?
He freed a lot of people, 
But it seems the good die young, 
But I just looked around and he's gone. 
Has anybody here seen my old friend John? 
Can you tell me where he's gone? 
He freed a lot of people, 
But it seems the good die young, 
But I just looked around and he's gone.
Has anybody here seen my old friend Martin? 
Can you tell me where he's gone? 
He freed a lot of people, 
But it seems the good die young, 
But I just looked around and he's gone. 
Didn't you love the things they stood for? 
Didn't they try to find some good for you and me? 
And we'll be free. 
Someday soon, 
it's gonna be 
One day. 
Has anybody here seen my old friend Bobby? 
Can you tell me where he's gone? 
I thought I saw him walkin' Up over the hill, 
With Abraham, Martin and John
