ENG 240: Children's Literature

Course Requirements and Information

INSTRUCTOR CONTACT INFORMATION:

Daria Plumb

Work phone: (734) 529-3916

Home phone: (734) 529-3881

E-mail: dplumb@.dundee.k12.mi.us 
Mailbox: Located in the Part Time Faculty Commons (LA 178-180) and Writing Center (LA 355)
GOALS

I.
To introduce you to a wide variety of children’s books and genres.

II.
To acquaint you with diverse methods for involving children in literature.

III.
To help you identify and employ standards for selecting children’s literature.

IV.
To assist you in developing a greater value for children’s literature as a source of 
entertainment, instruction, and enrichment. 

NOTE:  It is assumed that anyone taking this class has an average or above average reading ability.

STATEMENT OF PHILOSOPHY

The full-time instructors who teach Children’s Literature at Washtenaw Community College feel strongly that the best way to gain an understanding and appreciation of this field is to read a variety of well-crafted children’s books, a “hands-on” approach.  Hence, the major focus of your energy in this course is on reading and discussion of a variety of selected children’s books.  While this approach can be more demanding than others, we feel it is the best one for preparing you to select (and, if necessary, defend) books of quality for children.  We hope the experience of this course will be vigorous, satisfying, and useful.

A second reason for the amount and variety of reading is that this course transfers to other colleges and universities, specifically Eastern Michigan University and the University of Michigan.  Students take this course for numerous purposes: because they are a parent; because they are seeking preparation as a teacher, librarian, or child care provider; or for some other reason.  

SYLLABUS:
The syllabus is a guide and may need to be revised from time to time.

EXAMS:

There will be two exams in this class: a midterm and a final. The final is “take home” and will include your annotated bibliography and an in-class book presentation.
GRADING SCALE:

A 93-100% 

C 73-78%

A- 90-92% 

C- 70-72%

B+ 87-89% 

D+ 67-69%

B 83-86% 

D 63-66%

B- 80-82% 

D- 60-62%

C+ 77 - 79% 

E 59% or less

ASSIGNMENTS:

Reading Autobiography

  


100
Midterm Exam





100

Research Paper





100
Annotated Bibliography




100  
Book Presentation





  50

Reader Response Journal Entries (10 points each)
  80
Class participation





100

TOTAL POINTS POSSIBLE:




630
ATTENDANCE & CLASS PARTICIPATION:

Because this class meets only once per week, you should be present and prepared

to answer questions, to raise important points, and to participate in group activities.  This is a discussion-based course; your participation influences the quality of this course for others as well as yourself.  
Attendance (including tardiness) will be graded as follows:

ABSENCES


POINTS

0 100

1 90

2 60

3 20

4 0

If you have an issue with attendance and/or possible tardiness to class, please see me immediately.  There are no “excused” absences.  
As many as 10 points may be awarded each week for participation in class discussion and activities.  If you are absent, then you will receive a zero for that week. 
Participation points and attendance points will then be averaged to reach your Class Participation grade.  

Please note that your Class Participation grade is weighted as heavily as the major assignments for this class (100 points).  Failure to attend class and to participate in class activities on a regular basis will significantly lower your grade. 

WITHDRAWING vs. FAILING and INCOMPLETES                                                                      If for some reason you are no longer able to attend this class, please take the time to drop the course.  If you do not drop the course officially by the university drop date and you do not ask me to sign a withdrawal from, I will assume that you are still in this class.  I will continue to grade you on whatever work you have turned in, and all work not turned in will receive zero points.  Failing grades do a great deal of damage to your GPA.  If you need to drop this class, bring the form to class or arrange a time to meet with me. I will sign withdraw forms until the last class period before the final exam.  I will NOT sign withdraw forms after the 14th week of class.            

I do not give incompletes in my courses.  If you find yourself unable to complete the work for this course due to health or other issues beyond your control, please make an appointment to meet with me either before or after class in order to discuss your options.  Arrangements may be made on a case-by-case basis.  

LATE ASSIGNMENTS
I will accept papers and other assignments late, but 10% will be deducted from your final grade for each week it is late, unless prior arrangements have been made with me.  If you are absent from class on the day an assignment is due, it will be marked as late unless it is in my mailbox before class or in my e-mail inbox before the end of the day it was due.  Missed tests and presentations can not be made up unless you have made prior arrangements with me.
ACADEMIC HONESTY

You are responsible for completing all of your own work.  Incidents of plagiarism and/or cheating will result in a zero on the assignment and in the course.  
In accordance with Article 4095 of the WCC Board of Trustees Policy Manual, plagiarism, cheating, or any other form of academic dishonesty will not be tolerated in this course.  Students found to have committed academic dishonesty will be referred to the Dean of Humanities and Social Science for disciplinary action.

Plagiarism is the undocumented use of another person’s words or ideas.  Downloading a paper from the internet, cutting and pasting text from the internet, “borrowing” a paper from a friend, and copying directly from a book without including citation information are all examples of plagiarism. If you use any outside sources, cite your source using the standard MLA format.  In order to avoid any unintentional plagiarism, please see me if you have any questions.  I reserve the right to change the grade from a previous semester if plagiarism is discovered.  
CELL PHONES

This should go without saying, but out of courtesy for your classmates and myself, please either shut your phone off or set your ringer to vibrate when you come to class.  If there is an emergency and you must take a call during class, please excuse yourself into the hallway.  
CONFERENCES

All students are welcomed and encouraged to meet with me to discuss any questions or concerns you have regarding this course.  I do not have regular office hours, but I will gladly set a time to meet with you.  You can also feel free to contact me before or immediately after class.
COURSE ACCOMMODATION
If there is any student in this course who has special needs due to a learning disability or physical challenge, please feel free to discuss this with me.  
STUDENT RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES
Rules and guidelines published in WCC’s Student Rights and Responsibilities Policy Handbook govern our work in class.

SUPPORT SERVICES FOR STUDENTS
A variety of support services are available to students enrolled at Washtenaw Community College free of charge.  Some of the services available are:

General Counseling

SC 227

677-5124
Psychological Counseling 
SC 227

973-3690
Financial Aid


SC 223

973-3523
Children’s Center

FEB

973-3538
Tutoring 


LA 104

973-3342
Writing Center

LA 355




(The General Counseling office in SC 227, can give you more complete information regarding services for students.)
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