Creation Myths 

(notes to be used with charts)

I.  TYPES OF CREATION MYTHS


A.  Cosmogonies – how cosmos arose or was created from a primal state.

B.  Myths of Origin – how later features came into being



1.  humans



2.  animals



3.  social order

II.  COSMOGONIES


A.  Supreme Being (either specific or vague) is present


B.  World in pre-creation was uninhabitable and must be organized



1.  by action of a cosmic force



2.  by all-powerful creator deities

C.  Images of Pre-creation 



1.  void (Egyptian, Australian, Greek, Mayan)


2.  chaos of indistinct elements



3.  primeval sea  (Sumerian)


4.  cosmic egg containing all things



5.  darkness

D.  Creation Process



1.  Supreme Being orders creation and it is done  (Judeo-Christian)


2.  Supreme Being molds creation by hand



3.  Supreme Being orders lesser gods to do the work  (Greek, Aboriginal)


4.  Emergence from lower or higher worlds  (Japanese, Navaho, Hopi, 





Polynesian, African)


5.  World egg  (African, Chinese, Indian, S. Pacific, Greek, Japanese)


6.  World parent  (Babylonian, Egyptian, Zuni, Polynesian, Greek, Japanese, 




Australian, Iroquois)




(1)  parents beget offspring





(2)  offspring live in darkness





(3)  offspring desire light





(4)  offspring push parents apart





(5)  offspring create space for deities to create world



7.  Earth diver  (Siberian-Altaic, Indian, Romanian, N. American, Japanese)



a.  turtle




b.  bird



8.  Sacrifice of a primal being  (Indian, Norse, Babylonian, Hindu)



a.  giant




b.  serpent




c.  a god’s body



9.  Struggle between supernatural powers



10.  Separation of elements  (Egyptian, Judeo-Christian)



a.  water & earth




b.  light & dark



11.  Uttering of a divine word



12.  Self fertilization by a creator deity  (Greek, Egyptian)




(1)  offspring give birth to other gods





(2)  pantheon of incestuous family relationships



13.  Reflect environmental circumstances of culture


E.  Earliest era of world is closest to perfection



1.  Golden Age



2.  Garden of Eden

III.  MYTHS OF ORIGIN


A.  Humans



1.  Humans born from earth or part of earth  (Yoruba, Norse, Indian)


2.  Humans born from mating of 2 gods  (Indian, Pawnee)


3.  Humans born from a part of their god  (Mayan, Egyptian)


4.  Humans made in the image of the god(s)  (Judeo-Christian)



a.  by Supreme Being 



b.  by child of Supreme Being


B.  Suffering



1.  People create suffering  (Greek, Australian, Judeo-Christian, African)



a.  an instruction, a sin, & the consequence  (Judeo-Christian)



b.  night, fear, fire, & sin  (Aboriginal, African, Greek)


2.  God(s) create suffering  (Greek, Japanese, Iroquois)
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