ENG 240 Assignments


Reader Response Journal ( 10 points each

For each novel that we read, you will write a ½ page Reader Response Journal entry, which will be due on the day that we are scheduled to discuss the novel in class.  The entry will be typed, double-spaced and will follow all MLA style guidelines.  You may simply write a personal response to the novel OR you may choose your topic(s) from a list of Reader Response Journal Topics.  Entries should demonstrate an understanding of the characters and situations in the novel, as well as the themes and major plot developments.
Reading Autobiography ( 50 points

In a 2-3 page paper, tell about your “life” as a reader or non-reader, as the case may be.  This may either be organized chronologically or may be set up to examine school reading vs. pleasure reading.  You should consider (but are not limited to) the following questions:
· What experiences in your life define who you are as a reader today?  

· What are your earliest memories of books and/or reading?   

· Tell about any good or bad experiences you had with teachers and/or books in school.  

· Is reading for pleasure different from the reading that you did in school?   Why do you think that is?  

· What are your favorite books?  

· Who are your favorite authors?  

· What books from your childhood stand out in your mind?  

· Do you read mostly for pleasure, for information, or for school, or a combination of the three?  
Research Paper ( 100 points
Challenged/Banned Books Paper:

Choose a children’s/young adult book from the ALA’s 100 Most Frequently Challenged Books list or choose a book that is currently receiving (or has recently received) media attention.  Read the book.  Then, write a 4-5 page paper.  Use the following questions to guide your research:
· What is the reason for the challenge/ban?
· Who (person or group) is challenging the book?  Give some background information.
· Who is the intended audience of the book?     

· What action was taken – EX: Was book removed from the school or library?  Was the teacher or librarian fired or suspended?

· Did the author (if still living at the time of the challenge) respond to the challenge?

· Do you agree or disagree with the challenge?  Why or why not?

· If you are a teacher or are becoming a teacher, would you use this book in your classroom?  Why or why not?  If so, how would you “protect” or “cover” yourself ahead of time?

The American Library Association’s website www.ala.org and the NCTE website www.ncte.org will invaluable sources of information.  You should cite at least 3 sources.
OR
Author/Illustrator Study:

Select a well-known children’s author or illustrator and examine her/his work in a 4-5 page paper.  Include biographical and educational information as well as information about her/his books.  Examine the relationship between the author’s/illustrator’s works—are they the generally the same or are the plots, styles, themes different for each book? Provide a bibliography of her/his work.  You should cite at least 3 sources.
* * * 

You may also combine the two papers.  For example, many of Judy Blume’s books have been challenged.  You may write a paper in which you research her career, her challenged books, and her response to the challenges.
If you have another topic you would like to research, you may submit a proposal to me in writing.  The paper will need to be 4-5 pages long and you will need to cite at least 3 sources.
Annotated Bibliography ( 100 points
Create an annotated bibliography of 20 books that will be useful for you in the future.  These should be books you have actually read, but only 5 of them may be books we have read for class.  You may choose to focus on one particular theme or subject (Ex: African American authors; books about illnesses; books about art/artists, etc.) if you would like.  Organize the list in a way that makes sense to you -- alphabetically by author’s name, alphabetically by title, by genre, by subject/theme, or by grade level.  I will provide you with some examples.
For each book you must provide the following information:

· Citation information (MLA style)

· Major awards won (if any)

· Genre(s) of the book (Remember: Picture book and graphic novel are formats, not genres)
· Four words that describe the topics/subjects dealt with in the book
· Plot summary written in your own words.  This should be between 100-125 words long (approximately ½ page of double spaced text) and should outline the characters, plot, conflict, and climax of the book.  Remember: When summarizing the plot of the book, always write in the present-tense.
Your bibliography must include:

· 5 books that have won major awards (Caldecott, Newbery, Printz, Whitbread, Greenaway, King, Belpre, Americas, Addams, Batchelder, Orbis Pictus, O’Dell, or Sibert).  Honor books are also acceptable.
· 5 chapter books or YA novels.
· 5 books that represent multicultural or international literature.
· At least one book that represents each of the following genres (5 total): Oral/Traditional Literature, Poetry, Realistic Fiction, Fantasy/Science Fiction, and Nonfiction.
You may be able to meet numerous requirements with one book.  For example, Because of Winn-Dixie is a Newbery Honor Book, a chapter book, and an example of Realistic Fiction.
Book Presentation ( 50 points
(This will count as the “take-home essay” portion of your final exam.)
You will bring in a children’s book that we did not read for class and that you feel is a good example of quality children’s literature.  You will have five minutes (we will strictly adhere to the time limit) to give a presentation on this book in which you:

· Discuss basic book information such as author, title, genre, and plot.  
· Read a few pages or paragraphs to the class.  

· List your criteria/definition of quality children’s literature.
· Explain how the book meets your criteria.  
All assignments should be typed, double-spaced, and written in MLA style, unless otherwise indicated.


