HAIKU 


3 line poem consisting of 17 total syllables:

Line 1 = 5 syllables

Line 2 = 7 syllables

Line 3 = 5 syllables

     Haiku registers or indicates a moment, sensation, impression, or drama of a specific fact of nature.  Haiku is like a photo that captures some specific moment of nature.



Basho began writing around 1667.

At the ancient pond

a frog plunges into

the sound of water.


-- Basho

A solitary 

crow on a bare branch—

autumn evening.


-- Basho

The first fallen snow

is barely enough to bend

the jonquil leaves.


-- Basho



Buson began writing in 1737.

Rain falls on the grass,

filling the ruts left by

the festival cart.


-- Buson

An evening cloudburst

sparows cling desperately

to trembling branches.


-- Buson

Sweet springtime showers

and no sound can express

how sad it all is.


-- Buson



Issa began writing around 1787.

Brilliant moon,

is it true that you too

must pass in a hurry


-- Issa

A faint yellow rose

almost hidden in deep grass

ans then it moves.


-- Issa

My spring is just this:

a single bamboo shoot,

a willow branch.


-- Issa

