Who am I?

Where did I come from?

Where am I going?

What do I believe?

How should I behave?

What behaviors are valued by my society?

How do I fit into society?

Why is there suffering?

Does a supreme being exist?

What will happen to me when I die?

Mythology – a collection of related stories that reflect and influence a culture’s beliefs.

Cosmogonies – tell how the entire world was created

Myths of origins – explain how features of the world were created.  Ex: humans, animals, societies, etc.

Myths of culture heroes – describe the actions and character of beings who are responsible for the discovery of a cultural artifact or technological process.  Ex: Prometheus steals fire from the gods (Greek).

Myths of birth and rebirth – tell how life can be renewed, time reversed, or humans transmuted (changed) into new beings.

Foundation myths – creation myths that tell of the foundation of particular cities.

* * *
Wonder by Orlando Rosa

tell me storyteller

tell me the story

of the wild child of asking

who dipped at the river’s edge 

of the universe

her pen

and became responsible for

singing our song

tell me 

of the ancient ones

of the elders of a gentler race

of the softer side of us

of the everyone

of the everything

of the great spirits

tell me

of how days of old

you sat in a circle

and listened

and sat in awe

and heard the tale of where

the end of time begins

there

where

Once upon a time …
