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Most Familiar Book Awards
JOHN NEWBERY AWARD

· Awarded since 1922 to the author of the most distinguished contribution to American literature for children.
· Administered by ALSC http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/index.cfm 

MICHAEL L. PRINTZ AWARD

· Awarded since 2000 for the book that best exemplifies literary excellence in young adult literature.
· Administered by YALSA http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/yalsa.cfm 
NATIONAL BOOK AWARD FOR YOUNG PEOPLE’S FICTION

· Finalists Named: mid-October; Winner Announced: mid-November

· http://www.nationalbook.org
THE LOS ANGELES TIMES BOOK AWARD FOR YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE

· Young adult fiction category added in 1998

· Finalists Named: February; Winner Announced: April

· http://www.latimes.com/extras/bookprizes
Award Lists
BEST BOOKS FOR YOUNG ADULTS
· List generated since 1966 to recognize books that offer quality literature as well as reading appeal for teens.
· Final List of Nominations Available: After November 1st
· Administered by YALSA http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/yalsa.cfm 
QUICK PICKS FOR RELUCTANT YOUNG ADULT READERS

· List created to recognize books that appeal to reluctant teen readers.
· Administered by YALSA http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/yalsa.cfm 
ALEX AWARDS

· Awarded since 1998 and generated to recognize adult books that are well-written, readable, and will appeal to teen readers.
· Administered by YALSA http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/yalsa.cfm 
GREAT GRAPHIC NOVELS FOR TEENS

· Awarded since 2007 and offering recommended graphic novels with proven and potential teen appeal.
· Administered by YALSA http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/yalsa.cfm 

OUTSTANDING BOOKS FOR THE COLLEGE BOUND AND LIFELONG LEARNERS

· Established to provide reading recommendations to students of all ages who plan to continue their education beyond high school.

· New Lists Announced: ALA Midwinter Conference (January), every 5 years (2009; 2014; 2019; etc.)
· Administered by YALSA http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/yalsa.cfm
Genre & Culture Specific Awards
EDGAR AWARD, BEST YOUNG ADULT MYSTERY

· Awarded to the best mystery written for children in grades 8 – 12 or age 12 -18.
· Winners announced: January (as close as possible to Edgar Allan Poe’s birthday, January 19)

· Administered by the Mystery Writers of America http://www.theedgars.com/ 
ROBERT F. SIBERT INFORMATIONAL BOOK MEDAL

· Established in 2001 to honor the most distinguished informational book published in English in the preceding year for its significant contribution to children’s literature.
· Administered by ALSC http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/index.cfm 

EISNER AWARD, BEST PUBLICATION FOR TEENS/TWEENS

· Awarded since 1985 to call attention to and celebrate the best that the comics art form has to offer.
· Winners Announced: At Comic-Con International in July 

· Administered by the San Diego Comic Convention http://www.comic-con.org/cci/cci_eisners_main.shtml 
PURA BELPRE AWARD

· Established in 1996 and presented to a Latino/Latina writer and illustrator whose work best portrays, affirms, and celebrates the Latino cultural experience in an outstanding work of literature for children and youth.

· Administered by ALSC http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/index.cfm 
CORETTA SCOTT KING AWARD

· Established in 1969 to commemorate the life and works of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. and to honor Mrs. Coretta Scott King for her courage and determination to continue the work for peace; recognizes outstanding books for young adults and children by African American authors and illustrators that reflect the African American experience.
· Administered by EMIERT (Ethnic and Multicultural Information Exchange Round Table of ALA) http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/rts/emiert/index.cfm 
Awards Given By a Specific Voting Audience
YALSA’S TEENS’ TOP TEN

· This list allows teens to choose their ten favorite books from a list of current titles nominated by teen book groups. 
· Nominations are listed in April; teens vote for their favorite books each Teen Read Week (during October); the votes are tallied and the list is available every October.
· Administered by YALSA http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/yalsa.cfm 
THE CYBILS AWARDS

· A series of book awards given by children’s and young adult book bloggers that recognize literary merit and kid appeal.
· Nominations Accepted: October 1-15; Short Lists Announced: January 1; Winners Announced: February 14

· http://www.cybils.com
INDIES’ CHOICE BOOK AWARD

· Awarded since 2009 to honor the book that independent booksellers most enjoyed handselling to their customers.  (This award was known as the American Booksellers Book of the Year Award from 1991-1999 and the Book Sense Book of the Year Award from 2000-2008).

· Winners Announced: End of April

· http://www.bookweb.org/btw/awards
New Awards

WILLIAM C. MORRIS YA DEBUT AWARD 

· First awarded in 2009 to honor a book written for young adults by a first-time, previously unpublished author.

· Shortlist Announced: 2nd Monday of December
· Administered by YALSA http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/yalsa.cfm 
ALSC/Booklist/YALSA ODYSSEY AWARD FOR EXCELLENCE IN AUDIOBOOK PRODUCTION

· First awarded in 2008 to honor the best audiobook produced for children and/or young adults, available in English in the United States.
· Administered by ALSC http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/alsc/index.cfm and YALSA http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/yalsa.cfm 
AMELIA ELIZABETH WALDEN AWARD

· First awarded in 2009 by ALAN to a YA novel that demonstrates literary excellence, widespread teen appeal, and a positive approach to life.

· Finalists Named: July; Winner Announced: ALAN Workshop (November); In future years, finalists will likely be announced by early June, winners by mid-July
· Administered by ALAN www.alan-ya.org
EXCELLENCE IN NONFICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS

· To be awarded for the first time in 2010 to honor the best nonfiction book for young adults
· Administered by YALSA http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/yalsa.cfm
The Award Year Calendar
JANUARY:

· January 1 – The Cybils Awards Short Lists Announced

· Edgar Award Winner and Honor Books Announced (near Edgar Allan Poe’s birthday, Jan. 19th)

· American Library Association Mid-Winter Conference

· Michael L. Printz Award Winner and Honor Books Announced

· John Newbery Award Winner and Honor Books Announced

· William C. Morris Award Winner Announced

· Odyssey Award Winner and Honor Books Announced

· Best Book for Young Adults List Announced

· Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers List Announced

· Alex Award List Announced

· Great Graphic Novels for Teens List Announced

· Outstanding Books for the College Bound and Lifelong Learners Lists Updated (2009; 2014; 2019)

· Robert F. Sibert Informational Book Medal Winner Announced 

· Pura Belpre Award Winner and Honor Books Announced

· Coretta Scott King Award Winner and Honor Books Announced

FEBRUARY:

· February 14 – The Cybils Awards Winners Announced 

· The Los Angeles Times Book Award for Young Adult Literature Finalists Announced

APRIL:

· The Los Angeles Times Book Award for Young Adult Literature Winner Announced

· Indies’ Choice Book Award Winner Announced

· YALSA Teens’ Top 10 Nominations Announced

JULY:

· Eisner Award Winner Announced

· 2009 Amelia Elizabeth Walden Award Finalists Announced

OCTOBER:

· October 1-15 – The Cybils Awards Nominations open to public

· National Book Award for Young People’s Fiction Finalists Announced

· YALSA Teens’ Top 10 voting during Teen Read Week

· YALSA Teens’ Top 10 Announced
NOVEMBER:

· After November 1 – Best Book for Young Adults Final List of Nominations Available

· National Book Award for Young People’s Fiction Winner Announced

· November 23 –2009 Amelia Elizabeth Walden Award Winner Announced

DECEMBER:

· 2nd Monday – William C. Morris YA Debut Award Shortlist Announced
BOOKS THAT APPEARED ON MULTIPLE LISTS IN 2009*
*All annotations are from www.ala.org unless otherwise noted.

Law, Ingrid.  Savvy. Dial Books for Young Readers/Penguin Young Readers Group. 2008.  This rich first-person narrative draws readers into a wild bus ride, winding through the countryside on a journey of self-discovery for Mibs Beaumont and her companions. Newcomer Law weaves a magical tall tale, using vivid language and lively personalities, all bouncing their way to a warm, satisfying conclusion.
Cashore, Kristin. Graceling. Harcourt. 2008.  Katsa was born with ability to kill men with her bare hands but can she find moral courage to stand up to evil rulers and fight for what is right?

Pratchett, Terry. Nation. HarperCollins. 2008. Mau is caught in the tidal wave that destroyed his island and Daphne is the only survivor from her ship. Together on the devastated island they form a new Nation. 
Engle, Margarita. The Surrender Tree: Poems of Cuba's Struggle for Freedom. Henry Holt & Company. 2008.  The Surrender Tree utilizes compelling free verse in alternating voices to lyrically tell the story of Cuba's three wars for independence from Spain. Combining real-life characters (such as legendary healer Rosa La Bayamesa) with imagined individuals, Engle focuses on Rosa's struggle to save everyone--black, white, Cuban, Spanish, friend or enemy.
____________________________________________________________________________________
Abel, Jessica, and Gabriel Soria. Life Sucks. 2008. First Second.   Vegetarian vampire looks for love.
Nelson, Kadir.  We Are the Ship. Disney-Jump at the Sun/Disney Book Group.  2008.  Kadir Nelson scores a homerun with this fascinating and well-documented history of Negro League Baseball told in the voice of an "everyman" narrator. Dignified, riveting full-page illustrations capture the spirit of these larger-than-life men who loved the game, despite the prejudice they faced. 
Appelt, Kathi and David Small (illus).  The Underneath.  Atheneum Books for Young Readers, an imprint of Simon & Schuster Children's Publishing.  2008.  Underneath the canopy of the loblolly pines, amid the pulsating sounds of the swamp, there lies a tale. Intertwining stories of an embittered man, a loyal hound, an abandoned cat and a vengeful lamia sing of love, loss, loneliness and hope. Appelt's lyrical storytelling heightens the distinguished characteristics of this work.
Doctorow, Cory. Little Brother. Tom Doherty Associates/Tor Teen. 2008.  In near future San Francisco, 17-year-old Marcus, also known as w1n5t0n (or Winston), is running from the Department of Homeland Security after he is detained under suspicion of participating in a terrorist attack. Marcus and his friends are using technology to further their cause. 

____________________________________________________________________________________
Kluger, Steve.  My Most Excellent Year: A Novel of Love, Mary Poppins, and Fenway Park. Dial. 2008. Three teenagers in Boston narrate their experiences of a year of new friendships, first loves, and coming into their own. (from http://encore.monroe.lib.mi.us)

Collins, Suzanne. The Hunger Games. Scholastic. 2008. Katniss has been providing for her family since her father died, but is she strong enough to win the Hunger Games, a deadly competition that can have only one winner?
Valentine, Jenny. Me, the Missing, and the Dead. HarperCollins/HarperTeen. 2008.  Five years after his dad’s disappearance, Lucas senses that a dead woman is trying to communicate with him and he is driven to listen and respond.
Dowd, Siobhan. Bog Child. Random House/David Fickling Books. 2008. When Fergus and his uncle find the body of a girl buried in the peat bog near their home, all sorts of troubles comes to light.
____________________________________________________________________________________

Lockhart, E. The Disreputable History of Frankie Landau-Banks. Hyperion. 2008. 
Frankie Landau-Banks has a chip on her shoulder and is determined to bring down the all-male Loyal Order of the Basset Hounds of Alabaster Preparatory Academy.

McMann, Lisa. Wake. 2008. Simon & Schuster.  Stranded in other people’s dreams.

Redd, Nancy Amanda. Body Drama. 2008. Penguin Group.  Real girls, real bodies, real issues, real answers. ____________________________________________________________________________________
Tamaki, Mariko and Jillian Tamaki. Skim. House of Anansi Press / Groundwood Books. 2008.  Friendship, love, identity, and a general feeling of isolation in an all-girls private school contribute to Kim Cameron (Skim)'s growing depression. 

Fletcher, Christine. Ten Cents a Dance. Bloomsbury. 2008.  Ruby wants to support her family, but when her taxi dancing causes problems she could not have anticipated, it will take all of her strength to come out on top.

Alexie, Sherman. The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian. 2007.  Budding cartoonist Junior leaves his troubled school on the Spokane Indian Reservation to attend an all-white farm town school where the only other Indian is the school mascot. (from http://encore.monroe.lib.mi.us)
Woodson, Jacqueline.    After Tupac & D Foster.  G.P. Putnam's Sons/Penguin Young Readers. 2008.  This tightly woven novel looks back on two years in a New York City neighborhood, where life changes for two 11-year-olds when a new girl joins their game of double Dutch. Bonded by Tupac's music, the three girls explore the lure of freedom and build a friendship that redefines their own identities.

____________________________________________________________________________________
Gaiman, Neil. The Graveyard Book. HarperCollins. 2008.  This often chilling story describes the life of a boy growing up in a graveyard as he is looked after by ghosts and a mysterious guardian.

Green, John.  Paper Towns. Penguin/Dutton. 2008.  Quentin idolizes next door neighbor, Margo Roth Spiegelman. When she includes him in a wild night of revenge and then disappears, Q must follow the clues to find her.

Bunce, Elizabeth. A Curse Dark as Gold. Scholastic. 2008.  When young Charlotte Miller takes over the family's woolen mill after her father's death, she is faced with unexpected debts, catastrophes, and a hidden curse that that threatens her family's future.

Marchetta, Melina. Jellicoe Road. HarperTeen/HarperCollins. 2008.  Taylor Markham was abandoned by her mother when she was eleven and is finally ready to discover the reason why.
____________________________________________________________________________________
Presenter’s Choice: New Books to Watch
Jennifer Buehler’s Picks*
· de la Peña, Matt. We Were Here. Delacorte. 2009.  Three teens sentenced to serve time in a California group home break out and begin a journey down the coast to Mexico, where they hope to start new lives.   

· Larbalestier, Justine.  Liar. Bloomsbury. 2009.  Compulsive liar Micah admits her problem and promises to tell the reader the truth about who she is.  But when her boyfriend is found dead, questions about the reliability of her narrative become more and more pressing.

· Standiford, Natalie. How to Say Goodbye in Robot. Scholastic. 2009.  Two quirky teenagers, Robot Girl and Ghost Boy, forge a friendship through their shared love of a late-night Baltimore radio call-in show called Night Lights.  (*annotations by Jennifer)

Jennifer Walsh’s Picks

· Chaltas, Thalia.  Because I Am Furniture.  Viking. 2009. The youngest of three siblings, fourteen-year-old Anke feels both relieved and neglected that her father abuses her brother and sister but ignores her, but when she catches him with one of her friends, she finally becomes angry enough to take action.  (from http://elibrary.mel.org) 
· Steifvater, Maggie.  Shiver.  Scholastic. 2009. In all the years she has watched the wolves in the woods behind her house, Grace has been particularly drawn to an unusual yellow-eyed wolf who, in his turn, has been watching her with increasing intensity. (from http://encore.monroe.lib.mi.us)
· Zink, Michelle.  Prophecy of the Sisters.  Little, Brown. 2009.  In late nineteenth-century New York state, wealthy sixteen-year-old twin sisters Lia and Alice Milthorpe find that they are on opposite sides of an ancient prophecy that has destroyed their parents and seeks to do even more harm. (from http://encore.monroe.lib.mi.us)
Daria Plumb’s Picks 

· Anderson, Laurie Halse.  Wintergirls. Viking. 2009. Eighteen-year-old Lia comes to terms with her best friend's death from anorexia as she struggles with the same disorder. (from http://encore.monroe.lib.mi.us)
· Collins, Suzanne. Catching Fire. Scholastic. 2009.  By winning the annual Hunger Games, District 12 tributes Katniss Everdeen and Peeta Mellark have secured a life of safety and plenty for themselves and their families, but because they won by defying the rules, they unwittingly become the faces of an impending rebellion. (from http://encore.monroe.lib.mi.us)
	Program Participants’ Contact Information

JENNIFER BUEHLER
· ReadWriteThink PODCASTS: http://www.readwritethink.org/beyondtheclassroom
· Blog: YA Lit is for Everyone http://jensteenbooks.blogspot.com
· E-Mail: jbuehle8@slu.edu
DARIA PLUMB

· Website: www.getemreading.com
· Blog: Get ‘Em Reading http://dariaplumb.livejournal.com
· E-Mail:  dariaplumb@yahoo.com
JENNIFER WALSH 
· Blog: Eclectic Reader http://ecclecticreader.blogspot.com
· E-Mail:  jhank623@comcast.net
TERI LESESNE
· Blog: The Goddess of YA Literature http://professornana.livejournal.com



· Headley, Justina Chen. North Of Beautiful. 2009. Terra, a sensitive, artistic high school senior born with a facial port-wine stain, struggles with issues of inner and outer beauty with the help of her Goth classmate Jacob. (from http://encore.monroe.lib.mi.us)
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