POSSIBLE CRITICISMS/CONCERNS & RATIONALES
USING YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE
YA books are filled with controversial topics. 
· Classics also have controversial topics (Ex: Macbeth, Othello, Oedipus, Huck Finn, etc.). 
· Teen years are controversial times, so the literature written for them will reflect that.  Teens are experiencing a lot of peer pressure to engage in many behaviors and it may be beneficial for them to see how other teens deal with this peer pressure.
· Kids are not necessarily going to imitate the behavior in the books.  For some kids, reading about risky or negative behaviors (smoking, drinking, sex, etc.) will be enough to satisfy their curiosity about them.
YA books don’t have any literary merit.
· The Printz Award and Whitbread Award both award books based on literary merit.
· Many YA books have strong plots, well-rounded characters, themes, etc. and can be used to teach literary elements.
YA books shouldn’t be used to replace the classics.
· YA can be paired with or used to replace classics that have similar themes.  Ex: Out of the Dust ( Grapes of Wrath; Speak ( The Scarlet Letter; A Soldier’s Heart ( Red Badge of Courage; The Giver ( 1984; Jake Reinvented ( The Great Gatsby.  See Don Gallo and Sarah K. Herz’s From Hinton to Hamlet.
· High school students have trouble relating to the classics.  Students can become more engaged with the stories in YA literature, because they don’t have to struggle with language and interpretation and can relate to the main character(s).
YA books don’t fit into the standards and benchmarks of most states.
· Standards and benchmarks don’t specify what books should be taught.  
· Standards and benchmarks allow for the study of both contemporary and classic books.  You can argue that YA books that have been around since the 1950’s and 1960’s ARE classics, as a generation of YA literature is only about 5-6 years, as opposed to an adult generation, which is about 20 years. 
· Standards and benchmarks allow for works from a number of genres (short story, poetry, novels, drama, etc.).  YA has works from all genres, including the novel in verse, which is not replicated in adult literature.
· See the NCTE and IRA Standards for the English Language Arts (attached) for more support.
SUSTAINED SILENT READING
To the outside observer, SSR might appear as if class time is not being used appropriately or looked upon as teacher “blow-off” time, especially since teachers are supposed to read along with the students. 
· SSR cannot be implemented without proper preparation and planning by the teacher.  
· It is more work for a teacher to find a book for each individual student, than to choose one reading assignment for the whole class.
You can’t be sure they are really reading.

· Assign students reader response journals to be completed in class.
· Look around the room while they’re reading.  If they’re quiet, awake, and turning pages, then it’s a pretty good bet they’re actually reading. 

· Ask them about their books and you’ll be able to tell if they’re really reading.  (If they can BS a convincing plot line, then give them a pen and paper, you could have a future Newbery winner on your hands!)
SSR is not really classwork.

· It may be the most important work we can do in class.  It teaches students to enjoy reading (we teach lifelong sports in PE classes, why not lifelong reading in language arts classes?).

· SSR also gives students the opportunity to improve their reading skills.  
Students might sleep instead of reading.

· Yes, they might.  They might also sleep when you teach Shakespeare, or Dickens, or Steinbeck, lecture, or show videos.  You can’t always avoid it.  
· Help them to choose good books, so they want to stay awake.  

· Make participation a part of their grade.

READ ALOUDS

Kids won’t like it because they’ll feel like you think they’re too stupid to read for themselves.
· Explain the rationales behind it: (1) It will help everyone to understand the reading  (2) It will allow them to try to picture the images as you read  (3) It will make class discussions easier  (4) It is less nerve-wracking than asking them to read aloud in class  (5) As they follow along, it will help to improve their reading/vocabulary skills.
It will be hard to keep students’ attention.  

· Choose good stories that relate to their lives/experiences.  Not all stories work well as read alouds, so choose carefully.

CHOICE

The teacher won’t always know what the kids are reading.

· Make a list of books for them to choose from.  
· Make a list of what they’re reading and check in with them periodically.

· Ask them about their story and talk to them about it.
Students might choose inappropriate books for their age/experience.

· Many classics might have content that’s not school appropriate.  Ex: In The Scarlet Letter a minister has an affair with a married woman and gets her pregnant; Oedipus kills his father and marries his mother.  
· Many readers tend to pick up only on the things they’re emotionally ready for, while the things they’re not ready for go over their heads.
· Create a list of books for them to choose from.  
· My rant: At 16 we let them drive cars, at 18 we’ll allow them to vote, join the military, and choose their future careers, but we aren’t willing to trust them with book choices?!  CRAZY!!
Students might choose a book the teacher is unfamiliar with or hasn’t read.

· Research the book online or in professional journals (VOYA, School Library Journal, Children’s Literature Association Quarterly, etc.)—most will have summaries and reviews that include the age level of the intended audience

· Ask to see the book.  Then read the flaps and the back. Also, don’t forget to check the Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data (found on the copyright information page).  If the book appears to be inappropriate, explain why and help the student to select an appropriate book that’s similar.

· Students can’t be expected to like only the books the teacher likes, so give them some leeway.  You might find out about some really great books you never knew about.

· Again, create a list of choices for them.  Begin with books that are award winners or check on the ALA website for book lists like Quick Picks for Reluctant Readers and Best Books for Young Adults.
Standards for the English Language Arts
Sponsored by NCTE and IRA

The vision guiding these standards is that all students must have the opportunities and resources to develop the language skills they need to pursue life's goals and to participate fully as informed, productive members of society.  These standards assume that literacy growth begins before children enter school as they experience and experiment with literacy activities—reading and writing, and associating spoken words with their graphic representations.  Recognizing this fact, these standards encourage the development of curriculum and instruction that make productive use of the emerging literacy abilities that children bring to school.  Furthermore, the standards provide ample room for the innovation and creativity essential to teaching and learning.  They are not prescriptions for particular curriculum or instruction.  Although we present these standards as a list, we want to emphasize that they are not distinct and separable; they are, in fact, interrelated and should be considered as a whole.   
1.  Students read a wide range of print and non-print texts to build an understanding of texts, of themselves, and of the cultures of the United States and the world; to acquire new information; to respond to the needs and demands of society and the workplace; and for personal fulfillment. Among these texts are fiction and nonfiction, classic and contemporary works.
 
2.  Students read a wide range of literature from many periods in many genres to build an understanding of the many dimensions (e.g., philosophical, ethical, aesthetic) of human experience.
 
3.  Students apply a wide range of strategies to comprehend, interpret, evaluate, and appreciate texts. They draw on their prior experience, their interactions with other readers and writers, their knowledge of word meaning and of other texts, their word identification strategies, and their understanding of textual features (e.g., sound-letter correspondence, sentence structure, context, graphics).
 
4.  Students adjust their use of spoken, written, and visual language (e.g., conventions, style, vocabulary) to communicate effectively with a variety of audiences and for different purposes.
 
5.  Students employ a wide range of strategies as they write and use different writing process elements appropriately to communicate with different audiences for a variety of purposes.
 
6.  Students apply knowledge of language structure, language conventions (e.g., spelling and punctuation), media techniques, figurative language, and genre to create, critique, and discuss print and non-print texts.
 
7.  Students conduct research on issues and interests by generating ideas and questions, and by posing problems. They gather, evaluate, and synthesize data from a variety of sources (e.g., print and non-print texts, artifacts, people) to communicate their discoveries in ways that suit their purpose and audience.
 
8.  Students use a variety of technological and information resources (e.g., libraries, databases, computer networks, video) to gather and synthesize information and to create and communicate knowledge.
 
9.  Students develop an understanding of and respect for diversity in language use, patterns, and dialects across cultures, ethnic groups, geographic regions, and social roles.
 
10.  Students whose first language is not English make use of their first language to develop competency in the English language arts and to develop understanding of content across the curriculum.
 
11.  Students participate as knowledgeable, reflective, creative, and critical members of a variety of literacy communities.
 
12.  Students use spoken, written, and visual language to accomplish their own purposes (e.g., for learning, enjoyment, persuasion, and the exchange of information).

from www.ncte.org
Bold face types indicates the standards that can be used to support using young adult literature.  Almost all of the standards can be met when writing and research assignments accompany the use of young adult literature.
[image: image1.jpg]


