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The Commission on Reading (established by the US Senate),

the International Reading Association,

the National Middle School Association,

and many other researchers 

stress the importance of teaching all students—even advanced, secondary students—to read for pleasure.

Increasing opportunities to read for pleasure helps students to: 

develop fluency,

build vocabulary,

raise reading level,

increase comprehension,

become more motivated to read,

gain knowledge of text structures,

adopt positive attitudes towards reading, 

prepare to read and appreciate the classics,

& IMPROVE THEIR PERFORMANCE ON STANDARDIZED TESTS!!!

(Baines; Bean; Chou & Chow; Cosgrove; Crowe; NCTE’s Commission on Reading)

First 1-2 Weeks – Various Read Alouds

“By Far the Worst Pupil at Long Point School”              

 by Richard Peck

Selections from King of the Mild Frontier: An Ill-Advised Autobiography                                

by Chris Crutcher

Selections from How Angel Peterson Got His Name                 

by Gary Paulsen 

Love That Dog                                                                                         
by Sharon Creech

Selections from Oddballs                            

by William Sleator

Selections from In the Land of the Lawn Weenies                                              by David Lubar

3-4 Weeks ( CLASS NOVELS
The Giver 

by Lois Lowry

The Rag and Bone Shop 

by Robert Cormier   

Inside Out 

by Terry Trueman

Independent Reading, Part I (~ 4 weeks)

Bridge to Terabithia 

by Katherine Paterson

Freak the Mighty 

by Rodman Philbrick

Hatchet 

by Gary Paulsen

Holes 

by Louis Sachar

Maniac Magee 

by Jerry Spinelli

Independent Reading, Part II (2nd M.P.)
· Students select their own novels from either the classroom library or from outside the classroom (with teacher approval).

· 2-3 times/week students write ½ page in their Reader Response Journals.  

· Grades are based on participation (50%) & Reader Response Journals (50%).
What the boys CHOOSE to read

Fave Genres (in order): 

· Realistic fiction

· Fantasy/Sci-Fi

· Non-fiction (especially about music, drugs, or crime)

Fave Authors:


Gary Paulsen, Walter Dean Myers, Gordon Korman, Anthony Horowitz, Neal Shusterman, Robert Cormier, Stephen King, Sharon Draper

Fave Books:

· Grimm’s Grimmest

· How Angel Peterson Got His Name

· Hatchet & sequels

· Guts

· Son of the Mob

· Hole in My Life

· Doing It

· CSI series

· Monster Garage’s Monster Nation

· Books about Tupac Shakur

What the girls CHOOSE to read
Fave Genres (in order):

· Realistic Fiction

· Horror, Supernatural, Suspense, Mystery

· Non-fiction

· Poetry

Fave Authors:


Laurie Halse Anderson, Dave Pelzer, Janet Evanovich, Sonya Sones, Mel Glenn

Fave Books:

· Grimm’s Grimmest

· Speak

· A Child Called It

· The Lovely Bones

· His Bright Light

· Stoner and Spaz

· The Burn Journals

· CSI series

Other Ways to Get Kids Excited About Reading

· Read the book, then see the movie 

· Make personalized bookmarks 

· Display photos of YA authors & lists of their works on the walls

· Allow students to read on the floor

· Set aside one day per week for student book talks & discussion









