TYPES OF FOLKTALES
· Marchen/Fairytales – set in an unreal world, without locality; no definite characters; filled with magic.  Humble heroes kill adversaries, succeed to kingdoms, and marry princesses.  Ex: Cinderella, The Sleeping Beauty, Snow White, Jack and the Beanstalk.

· Animal/Talking Beast Stories – not fables (which are didactic and moralistic); animals are the main characters; animals may demonstrate a simple lesson about human nature; little or no magic.  Ex: The Bremen Town Musicians, Puss in Boots, The Three Little Pigs, The Three Billy Goats Gruff.

· Cumulative Tale – successive incidents with repetition; little magic; simple or absent conflict.  Ex: The Old Woman and Her Pig, The Farmer in the Dell, The House that Jack Built, The Gingerbread Man.

· Drolls – stories of numskulls and simpletons; give examples of outrageous stupidity; full of exaggerated nonsense.  Ex: Jack stories, The Three Sillies, The Husband Who Was to Mind the House.

· Stories of the Real and Practical World – characters, plots, and settings that are possible; little exaggeration; no magic involved.  Ex: Bluebeard.

· Porquoi Stories –explain how or why something is the way it is today; often have animals as main characters.  Ex: Why the Chipmunk’s Back is Striped, Why Rabbit has a Short Tale, Just So Stories (literary porquoi tales).

· Literary Fairy Tale or Art Fairy Tale – a specific author who retells traditional tales from a personal perspective and/or creates her/his own original stories using folklore motifs; uses more poetic language; fashions characters who develop and change; introduces literary devices.  Some who did this were Hans Christian Anderson (“The Little Mermaid”, “The Ugly Duckling”, & “The Princess and the Pea”), Howard Pyle, Carl Sandburg, & Isaac Bashevis Singer (“The Devil’s Trick”).  This has become HUGE in YA lit today.  Ex: Robin McKinley, Donna Jo Napoli, and Gail Carson Levine.

· Trickster Tales – usually about animals who trick other animals; the trickster usually wins due to his cleverness and some kind of character flaw of his victim.  Ex: Brer Rabbit, Anansi.
· Tall Tales –  about people who supposedly really lived and places which really exist; protagonists perform superhuman deeds; especially popular in and often associated with the United States.  Ex. Pecos Bill, Paul Bunyan, Davy Crockett, John Henry.
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