Education


Master of Arts in Literature with an emphasis in Children’s Literature



Eastern Michigan University


Summer 2004

Bachelor of Arts in Secondary Education, English



Western Michigan University

Winter 1994



Cum laude

Certification


Michigan Secondary Permanent Certificate in English and Psychology

Professional Experience


Teacher





October 1994 – Present

Dundee Alternative High School


Dundee, MI
· Teach General English, World Literature, American Literature, and British Literature on a four-year rotating basis to at-risk high school students.

· Teach various social studies classes (American History, Government, Geography, and Psychology) to at-risk high school students.

· Emphasis is placed on promoting positive attendance, correcting student behavior using positive reinforcement, and preparing students to become contributing members of society.

· Responsibilities include preparing and implementing curricula, maintaining contact with parents, team teaching, and planning educational field trips.

Adjunct Lecturer




Winter 2007


Washtenaw Community College


Ann Arbor, MI

· Teach English 240: Children’s Literature

· Responsibilities include preparing the course syllabus, designing the curriculum, and assigning and evaluating student work.

Adjunct Lecturer




Fall 2005; Winter 2006


Eastern Michigan University



Ypsilanti, MI

· Teach Literature 207: Introduction to Children’s Literature

· Responsibilities include preparing the course syllabus, designing the curriculum, and assigning and evaluating student work.


Teaching Assistant




Fall 1993


Western Michigan University


Kalamazoo, MI

· Selected as one of four undergraduate students to teach a remedial writing skills class.

· Responsibilities included teaching two classes per week, conferencing weekly with students, and assigning and evaluating student papers.


Intern Teacher 




Winter 1994


Classroom Participator



Winter 1993 and Fall 1994


Kalamazoo Loy Norrix High School


Kalamazoo, MI

· Selected as one of twenty students to participate in a pilot program in which university students complete all of their education course work and participation on-site at a local high school.

· Three semesters of observation and teaching experience in a Class A school with 40% minority population.  

· Taught British Literature to advanced, college-preparatory students.

· Taught School Family classes to low-performing, minority students in a school-within-a school program.

Areas of Specialization

· Children’s Literature

· Young Adult Literature

Published Work

· “New Rules for Old Literature: Connecting At-Risk Kids to the Classics ‘Commando Style’”

August 2007




English Leadership Quarterly



Service Activities

Assembly on Literature for Adolescents of the NCTE (ALAN)

· ALAN Board of Directors, 2008—2011 
· Amelia Elizabeth Walden Award Formation Committee, 2008
· Panel Chair for When Love Produces a New Negotiation: Facing Life’s Toughest Questions with No Right Answers


2008 Assembly on Literature for Adolescents of the NCTE (ALAN) Workshop: Negotiations and Love Songs: The Literature of 



Young Adults

Awards and Honors

· 2008 English Leadership Quarterly’s Best Article of the Year, Honorable Mention for “New Rules for Old Lit: Connecting At-Risk Kids to the Classics, ‘Commando Style’”
· Inclusion in the tenth edition of Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers, 2006
· Inclusion in the ninth edition of Who’s Who Among America’s Teachers, 2005
· Selected as 2003-2004 Outstanding Graduate Student in Children’s Literature by Eastern Michigan University children’s literature faculty
Presentations

· “Last night I was reading in my tree stand …”: Creating Students Who Will Read for Pleasure
Dundee Middle School Staff Meeting 

November 15, 2008



Dundee, MI
· Rehabbing Reluctant Readers
Monroe County Library System, Dundee Branch Staff In-Service

August 8, 2008



Dundee, MI

· Don't Wanna: Books Let Reluctant Readers Discover Who They Want to Be (with Teri Lesesne, Mary Arnold, and Bonnie Kunzel)
Assembly on Literature for Adolescents of the NCTE (ALAN) Workshop: Helping Teens Develop a Sense of "Place" and "Self" Through 
Young Adult Literature 
November 19-20, 2007
         

New York, NY    
· Connecting At-Risk Kids to the Classics, “Commando Style”: New Rules For Old Lit


Assembly on Literature for Adolescents of the NCTE (ALAN) Workshop


November 20-21, 2006


Nashville, TN
· Picture This: Illustrated Books in the Classroom (with Annette Wannamaker, Gina Boldman, and Jean Orlowski)
Eastern Michigan University's Extending Conversations Conference: Multimedia in the K-16 Classroom Conference
March 10, 2006



Ypsilanti, MI          
· Teaching a Love of Reading: How to Rehabilitate Reluctant Readers
Assembly on Literature for Adolescents of the NCTE (ALAN) Workshop
November 20-21, 2005


Pittsburgh, PA
· Genres on the Margin: Comics, Movies, and Graphic Novels (with Ian Wojcik-Andrews, Annette Wannamaker, & Matt Weideman)

Eastern Michigan University's Extending Conversations: K - College Conference


March 2005




Ypsilanti, MI
· A YA Canon: Why We Need One, Where it Should Come From, and How to Keep it from “Misfiring” (with Joy Dockham)
31st Annual International Children’s Literature Association Conference

June 10-12, 2004



Fresno, CA

· Robert Sabuda: Bookmaker Extraordinaire 

Eastern Michigan University’s Graduate Research Fair 

March 22, 2004



Ypsilanti, MI

· Teaching Intern Teachers and Pre-Intern Teachers to Become Reflective Thinkers Through the Use of Weekly Journaling and Discussion 

Association of Teacher Educators Conference

February, 1994



Atlanta, GA

Additional Professional Development
· Assembly on Literature for Adolescents of the NCTE Conference
November 22-23, 2004


Indianapolis, IN

· 2004 MAZZA Weekend Institute
November 12-13, 2004


Findlay, OH

· Bureau of Educational Research’s What’s New in Young Adult Literature and How to Use it in Your Program (grades 6 – 12)
April 29, 2004




Toledo, OH

· Kalamazoo Public Library’s 1st Annual Teen Literature Seminar
January 16, 2004



Kalamazoo, MI

· Ferris State University’s Children’s Literature Conference 
April 24-25, 2003



Big Rapids, MI

Professional Memberships

· National Council of Teachers of English

· Assembly on Literature for Adolescents of the NCTE

· Eastern Michigan University’s Children’s Cinema and Film Society 

· Eastern Michigan University’s Institute for Children’s Literature Studies 

· Eastern Michigan University’s Society of Children’s and Adolescent Literature Enthusiasts 

References available upon request
